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When Washington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi disappeared after entering a Saudi consulate in Turkey,
the world rightfully responded with outrage. American observers, including allies of President Donald Trump
such as Senator Lindsey Graham, echoed such sentiments. There is no clear conclusion as to what
happened, but Khashoggi is almost certainly dead at the hands of the Saudi Arabian monarchy. This is not
just a scandal for Saudi Arabia; it is a gross scandal for the United States.
It is dishonest to paint the president and his administration in the same light as an absolutist monarchy, but
it is equally dishonest to ignore the inextricable link between these entities. The Saudi crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman, has grown his personal influence as the current American leadership has offered
robust praise and political support. While the Saudi-American alliance may be a short-term necessity in
fighting terrorism, the precedent of murdering of a self-exiled Saudi dissident severely undermines
democracy and human rights in the long-term. Despite this, the president has already signaled his
unwillingness to enact meaningful punishments.
More problematic than the U.S.’ bilateral relations with Saudi Arabia is its total abdication of global
leadership. Championing values rarely succeeds in altering the behavior of adversaries; however, it can be
extremely effective in nudging partners who are dependent on some form of American power. This tool is
crucial to further American interests and values, although this administration’s National Security Strategy
explicitly disavows its use. Along with the president’s continued vitriol against the press, America’s current
leadership has given rise to a geopolitical environment where allies may ignore or even undermine
American values.
When the House of Saud decided to target a prominent critic of their regime, they most definitely weighed
their decision against the likelihood of falling out with their most important ally. We are yet to see the
aftermath of their calculus, but the fact that the Saudi Arabian regime even considered merely harassing an




The Texas Orator is a nonpartisan,
peer-reviewed political publication
that was founded and is maintained
by University of Texas at Austin
students. We value thorough analysis
in our articles and strive to protect the
ideals of free speech and unhindered
access to information on campus and
nationwide. We seek to keep the
student body informed of the
implications of ever-changing political
climates, both domestically and
abroad, from a range of voices and
perspectives.
We have been indexed as scholarly
literature by the UT Libraries and by
UT Undergraduate Studies.
We are sponsored by Ramsey’s
Restaurant of Victoria, Texas, and the
Thomas Jefferson Center for Core
Texts & Ideas. We are also a member
of UT’s Civic Engagement Alliance.
Follow us on Twitter
My Tweets
Our Instagram
   
 ABOUT ARCHIVE IDEAS PODCAST MERCH CONTACT JOIN
Arts Campus Culture Domestic Affairs Economy Education Environment Foreign Affairs Health Law Satire Tech
  
Loading...
Ideas — The Uncomfortable Truth about Khashoggi – The Texas Orator
https://thetexasorator.com/2018/10/16/the-uncomfortable-truth-about-khashoggi/[10/25/2018 3:11:22 PM]
Ideas — What’s in a Name? Ideas — IPCC Report: Time for
Global Cooling?
Ideas — Asteroid Mining: I Mean,
Why Not?
 Notify me of new comments via email.




Email (required) (Address never made public)
Name (required)
Website
